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FADE IN: 

INT. IGWE'S PALACE - DAY 

IGWE (clad in royal regalia) is seated on his throne. 
Surrounded by members of his cabinet, entertaining LION 
(Over-confident) and his UNCLES. 

IGWE 
You have made your intentions 
clear. 

LION 
Yes, your highness. 

IGWE 
Good, but you see after the parents 
have discussed about the path they 
would like their child to take they 
will still have to convince the 
child to take that path. 

LION 
Exactly your highness. 

IGWE 
(To a palace guard) 

Call us Adaeze. 

The guards go into the royal chambers and come out with 
Adaeze. 

IGWE (CONT'D) 
Adaeze my beautiful princess, 
Adadioranma, Adanma, Adaobi. Sit by 
my foot.  

Princess Adaeze sits by his foot. 
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IGWE (CONT'D) 
Daughter, this young Lion here has 
asked for your hand in marriage. 

PRINCESS ADAEZE 
My father, I am glad that I am of 
marriageable age and Lion, I am 
honoured that you have chosen, out 
of all the girls of marriageable 
age in this vast kingdom, you have 
chosen to seek my hand in marriage. 

LION 
You should know that you are the 
most beautiful girl in all the 
land. 

PRINCESS ADAEZE 
Thank you. But as it is I would 
have to refuse your hand. 

Everybody but the king is shocked. 

LION 
(In disbelief) 

You are refusing my hand in 
marriage! 

PRINCESS ADAEZE 
Yes, I am sorry. 

LION 
I am Lion! Every beautiful maiden 
in the land wants to get married to 
me. 

IGWE 
Adaeze. 

PRINCESS ADAEZE 
Yes father. 

IGWE 
Why have you rejected your tenth 
suitor? You are my first daughter, 
the most priced maiden in all the 
land. 

PRINCESS ADAEZE 
The same reason as the others, he 
does not have what I want. 

IGWE 
You always say that but what is it 
that you want? 
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PRINCESS ADAEZE 
What no other princess in the 
kingdom here and afar has. 

IGWE 
Yes? 

PRINCESS ADAEZE 
I want my personal Elephant. Yes an 
Elephant. So that when I move 
everybody will know that a princess 
is passing 

IGWE 
An Elephant would not choose to 
become a carriage at his free will. 

PRINCESS ADAEZE 
But at the command of the king he 
would. 

IGWE 
Even so, which Elephant will come 
to the palace, you know that after 
the queen killed an Elephant for 
its tusk, Elephants refused even to 
be seen around the palace. 

PRINCESS ADAEZE 
May her great soul rest in peace; 
but that is all I want, I will 
marry anybody that brings me an 
Elephant as a carriage. 

LION 
(Over confident) 

Then I shall bring you the biggest 
and most comfortable Elephant in 
all the land! And then shall you 
marry me, my beautiful princess. 

PRINCESS ADAEZE 
(Coyly) 

Then my heart will be yours 
forever. 

EXT. FARM - NOON 

TORTOISE (As big as a Tortoise can be and cunning) is trying 
to climb up a plantain tree but failing, ELEPHANT (Huge, and 
simple minded) walks by, stops and walks back to Tortoise 
who is trying to climb the tree again. 

ELEPHANT 
(Teasing) 

Tortoise my friend, see why 
shortness is a disease? 
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TORTOISE 
Instead of using your big mouth to 
laugh at me why not use your big 
trunk to help me pluck the 
plantain. 

ELEPHANT 
(Laughing) 

Because I like to see you struggle. 

TORTOISE 
Funny, funny, one day I will have 
my laugh. 

ELEPHANT 
Come here shortie before you start 
crying. 

Elephant picks Tortoise with his trunk and throws him at the 
bunch of plantain he had been trying to reach. Tortoise, 
panicking retreats into his shell. His shell hits the 
plantain and they both fall. Tortoise first then the 
plantain lands on his head as he brings it out of his shell 
and he sees stars dance around his head. 

Tortoise stretches his neck out of his shell angry. 

TORTOISE 
You want to kill me! 

ELEPHANT 
You should have seen your face. 

TORTOISE 
I don't have your time now. 

He picks up the plantain. 

ELEPHANT 
(Laughing) 

At least you should say thank you. 

EXT. MARKET PLACE - EVENING 

Tortoise unnoticed is walking down the busy market with his 
plantain tied to his shell. THE TOWN CRIER (A parrot, red 
bells attached to its wings) arrives flapping his wings. 

TOWN CRIER 
(In Igbo) 

LISTEN O! LISTEN O! 

MARKET PEOPLE 
This must be important 
What is it? 
Is there a meeting? 
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The MARKET PEOPLE (comprising of mostly animals and a 
handful of humans) stop selling, buying, window shopping, 
pick pocketing (monkey), passing by, greeting and gossiping 
to listen to what TOWN CRIER has to say. 

TOWN CRIER 
Adaeze has decided that she will 
get married. 

MARKET PEOPLE 
Oh, she has noticed that she will 
not stay young forever. 

TOWN CRIER 
But she will only marry the person 
that brings her an Elephant as her 
bride price. 

MARKET PEOPLE 
She will grow old a virgin. 
She will never get married. 
Who does she expect will go catch 
an Elephant for her?  
Even if we succeed, how will we get 
an Elephant to become a carriage on 
his own will? 
Only the Lion is brave enough to 
capture an Elephant. 
It is like she needs to be 
accidentally stumped to death. 

TOWN CRIER 
And seeing as the king has no male 
hair; whoever marries Princess 
Adaeze will rule alongside her. The 
King has spoken. 

The Town crier flies away flapping its bells. 

MARKET PEOPLE 
That princess is spoilt oh  
I have to find that Elephant 
A chance to become royalty 

TORTOISE 
(To himself) 

Elephant ni, Elephant ko. Who does 
she think she is?  
Can she even control an Elephant if 
she sees one?  
How does she even expect anybody to 
get an Elephant . . .?  

INT. ELEPHANT'S HOME - MORNING 

Tortoise runs into Elephant's compound all excited 
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TORTOISE 
ELEPHANT! Elephant! Elephant o! 

Elephant walks out of his hut. 

ELEPHANT 
What is it my shortest friend? 

TORTOISE 
Will you mock the friend that has 
come with good news? 

ELEPHANT 
Friend? You only call me friend 
when you need something. 

TORTOISE 
Haba Elephant. Am I that bad? 

ELEPHANT 
Yes. 

TORTOISE 
Well then I should be going. 

ELEPHANT 
Ngwanu wait, what has brought you 
here? 

TORTOISE 
No o! I will go and find another 
big Elephant to tell. 

ELEPHANT 
Wait now, my friend tell me. 

TORTOISE 
O so now I am your friend. 

ELEPHANT 
Yes now. When did we stop being 
friends? 

TORTOISE 
Oya tell me please. 

ELEPHANT 
Okay please tell me. 

TORTOISE 
Say pretty, pretty please. Tortoise 
my bestest friend in the world. 

ELEPHANT 
Pretty, pretty please. Tortoise my 
bestest friend in the world. 
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TORTOISE 
(Smugly) 

If I tell you, you will not let 
another man be your right hand man 
o! 

ELEPHANT 
Okay just tell me and stop putting 
me on a long thing. 

TORTOISE 
The king has declared that he is 
going to make the biggest animal in 
the land the head of chiefs. 

ELEPHANT 
So? How is that my business? 

TORTOISE 
Mumu! Who is the biggest animal in 
all the land? 

ELEPHANT 
My uncle, my father, my brothers, 
my sisters. 

TORTOISE 
But where are they now? 

ELEPHANT 
My father was killed by the queen 
so they all migrated except for me 
because I fell asleep. 

TORTOISE 
Touching story! But that makes you 
the biggest animal in all the land. 

ELEPHANT 
Yes that is true. But how did you 
hear of this news? 

TORTOISE 
Yesterday that Parrot came to 
announce it at the market place o. 

ELEPHANT 
How sure are you, that it is not 
just another royal trap?  

TORTOISE  
I am sure that this is just a way 
for the king to apologize to your 
kind for the deeds of his late 
wife. That man-woman. 
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ELEPHANT  
Really? The late Queen; May her 
soul rest in pain. 

TORTOISE 
I will pretend I did not hear that. 
Yes o! But let us hurry before one 
of your brothers hear this news. 

ELEPHANT 
O yes. Let's go. 

Tortoise and Elephant head out to the king's palace. 

INT. LION'S DEN - AFTERNOON 

Lion is dressed in his hunting gear, and surrounded by his 
pride as they march out. 

LION 
We must catch that Elephant before 
any low life tries to become brave. 

LION'S HUNCHMAN 1 
Our pride depends on it. What would 
people say if a whole Lion cannot 
catch a mere Elephant? 

LION 
There is no need to assume that. We 
will catch that Elephant. 

Lion takes out a whistle and blows. Hawk (large with puffy 
chest) flies to and lands by his feet 

LION (CONT'D) 
Have you seen Elephant Today? 

HAWK 
Yes master. 

LION 
Where is he? 

HAWK 
He and Tortoise are heading to the 
palace. 

LION'S HENCHMAN TWO 
This is bad we better hurry! 

LION 
Where are they now? 
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HAWK 
They are due east of the village 
square and will be crossing into 
the forest in no time. 

The Hawk bows and flies away. 

EXT. VILLAGE SQUARE - AFTERNOON 

Elephant is walking as slow as he possibly can to make 
Tortoise catch up with him. 

ELEPHANT 
My friend you are slowing me down. 

TORTOISE 
You know that I am a very slow 
animal. 

ELEPHANT 
Climb my back to speed things up. 

At the background; Lion and his Henchmen sight the duo, 
Lion's Henchman 2 tries to attack but Lion holds him back. 

LION 
We will ambush them when they get 
mid way into the forest for now let 
us get ahead of them and set up 
traps. 

Lion and his Henchmen sneak behind a bush and make their way 
ahead of the duo. 

Tortoise finally manages to crawl up Elephant's back before 
Elephant begins to walk in a not slow pace. 

EXT. FOREST - EVENING 

Tortoise and Elephant finally make it to the forest, It has 
the typical look of a forest that will become scarier at 
night. 

Tortoise looks like he is about to fall of Elephant's back. 

TORTOISE 
Elephant my friend, if you have not 
noticed I am slipping off your back 
and finding it hard to hold on. 

ELEPHANT 
What do you expect me to do? 

TORTOISE 
Can I tie a rope around your neck? 
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ELEPHANT 
Okay. 

Tortoise takes out a thick rope from his shell. 

ELEPHANT (CONT'D) 
But how come you came with a rope. 

TORTOISE 
I always carry a rope around with 
me. 

ELEPHANT 
Really? 

TORTOISE 
Yes you cannot tell when you will 
need a rope to hang on to something 
. . . 

(Smiles and whispers 
evilly) 

. . . Or need to hold on to 
someone. 

ELEPHANT 
What did you say? 

TORTOISE 
I said you should know more. 

ELEPHANT 
Oh, okay tie the rope but don't 
make it too tight. 

Tortoise ties the rope around Elephant's neck in a way that 
it could be tightened if he choose to do so. 

MEAN WHILE IN THE CENTRE OF THE FOREST 

Lion and his Henchmen dig a hole in the ground and cover it 
with large leaves. 

They set a large net three Elephant steps away from the hole 
in case if Elephant escapes the hole. 

Then they set up several trap wires tied to traps. 

LION 
Remember that we must not hurt or 
blemish the Elephant as it is a 
gift to the princess. 

Tortoise and Elephant keep moving ahead without suspecting 
any trap, Lion and his Henchmen lie hidden in the bushes, 
watching in anticipation as the duo walk towards the first 
trap. 
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ELEPHANT 
I am still surprised that after all 
the times I have teased you, you 
will still want to have me as the 
head of chiefs. 

TORTOISE 
Don't flatter yourself my friend. I 
am only doing this in the hopes 
that you will give me a title when 
you get crowned. 

ELEPHANT 
What if I don't or I forget, or I 
give it to someone else? 

TORTOISE 
What if I dragged you all the way 
out into the forest to kill you? 

ELEPHANT 
My friend you wouldn't. 

TORTOISE 
Wouldn't I? 

ELEPHANT 
No; because I will always be 
stronger than you... 

Elephant's left leg falls first into a hole (trap), then his 
body followed by Tortoise. 

Lion and his Henchmen hail and gather around the hole. 

TORTOISE 
That was unexpected. 

ELEPHANT 
TORTOISE! YOU BACK STABBER! YOU! 
YOU! YOU ENEMY! 

TORTOISE 
Impressive choice of insult my 
friend but look up. You really 
don't think I have the strength to 
dig this hole do you? 

Elephant looks up and notices that the hole is really big. 

Lion pops his head over the hole. 

LION 
Elephant! How are you doing? 

Tortoise hears Lion's voice. 
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TORTOISE 
(Whispering) 

This is bad. 

Tortoise crawls into Elephant's right ear and lets go of the 
rope. 

ELEPHANT 
Why would you dig a trap for me! 
Lion. 

TORTOISE 
Because he needs you; now listen 
the king mentioned that if the 
Elephant was brought by anyone then 
whoever brings the Elephant will 
marry princess Adaeze. 

ELEPHANT 
So that is why you wanted to help 
me. 

TORTOISE 
Yes it sounds like a fair deal. You 
get the throne, I get the girl. 

LION 
(To nobody) 

Who is he talking to. 
(To Elephant) 

Look at me you big pile of meat. 

TORTOISE 
Do as he says, so that he will 
bring us out. 

LION 
I am going to get you out now so do 
not try anything funny or else my 
men will kill you and feed yours 
carcasses to the vultures. 

ELEPHANT 
Okay. 

Lion's Henchmen throw a rope in to the hole and pull 
Elephant out. 

EXT. FOREST - NIGHT 

The forest turns pitch black and the leaves take a dark 
shade of green, Crickets begin to crick and Howls howl. The 
wind becomes chillier and the trees seem to have eyes. 
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TORTOISE 
One; do not tell them that I am 
here and two; He will not kill you 
so once you get out run like crazy. 

LION 
Now, as a gratitude for saving you, 
you will calmly follow me to the 
palace. 

ELEPHANT 
Your wish is my command. 

LION 
Funny; by the way where is that 
foolish Tortoise? 

ELEPHANT 
The force of my fall must have 
flung him away. 

LION 
A tiny creature like that hoping to 
capture a whole Elephant. 

ELEPHANT 
Capture? 

TORTOISE 
Like I said the king did not 
mention any particular style of 
bringing you in. 

LION 
Check him for injuries. 

His Henchmen search Elephant for injuries; Henchman 1 
searches his left ear and moves to search his second ear. 
Elephant trumpets, picks him up with his trunk flings him to 
the ground and stumps. 

ELEPHANT 
Sorry, I'm ticklish at my right 
ear. 

Henchman 1 stands up and angrily dusts himself. 

HENCHMAN 1 
Can I dagger him now? 

The other Henchmen round up their search and stand in a 
defensive position. 

LION 
No. 
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TORTOISE 
(Whispering) 

Now run like crazy. 

Elephant begins to run but gets caught by the net trap. The 
rope cages him like a sack and dangles his body from the 
tree branches. 

TORTOISE (CONT'D) 
(Whispering) 

Seriously? One of my cracked shells 
should be able to cut this. 

Lion and his Henchmen move directly under Elephant onto his 
huge shadow. 

LION 
Ele, Ele Ele. When will you learn 
that I am always four mighty steps 
ahead of you? 

ELEPHANT 
I don't know. This is our first 
encounter. 

LION 
I told you not to run now I will 
have to punish you. 

TORTOISE 
(Taking out a cracked 
shell), (whispering) 

This guy must be a psycho. 

Lion steps away from under him and pulls out an arrow. 

Tortoise finally cuts the net and Elephant drops on the of 
the Henchmen. 

TORTOISE (CONT'D) 
Great they cushioned your fall. 

Lion's squashed Henchmen moan in pain as they die except for 
Henchman 1 and 2 who look badly injured. 

LION 
You little! 

TORTOISE 
Look around you. Can you see the 
traps? 

Elephant nods surveying the forest. The traps become visible 
as they are poorly concealed. 

TORTOISE (CONT'D) 
Good now run like mad and avoid the 
traps. 
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Lion points his arrow at Elephant, Elephant gets ready to 
run. Elephant trumpets in pain, an arrow stands out on his 
back side. Elephant takes off. 

ELEPHANT 
I thought you said he will not harm 
me. 

TORTOISE 
You just crushed his Henchmen and 
broke their bones or worse killed 
them. Yes I should be angry at you 
if I were him. 

Elephant uses his tail to drag the arrow out and throws it 
to the ground but it cuts a trap rope that he had previously 
avoided and a boulder two times his size begins to tumble 
after him at an alarming speed. 

TORTOISE (CONT'D) 
Run sideways. 

Elephant runs sideways and the boulder passes, 

ELEPHANT 
Good. 

SNAKE (O.S) 
Elephant. 

Elephant turns to his side to see SNAKE (A large boa with 
blue eyes). 

TORTOISE 
(Whispering) 

Please not now. 

ELEPHANT 
Snake; I thought you were banished. 

SNAKE 
Yes, yes I was. 

ELEPHANT 
Then why are you here. 

SNAKE 
Is it not obvious? To marry the 
kings daughter of course. 

TORTOISE 
(Whispering) 

Run away now. 

Elephant tries to run but Snake drags him back with his 
tail. 

 



 17 

 

SNAKE 
You cannot escape me. 

Tortoise looks around and sees a trap of pepper. 

TORTOISE 
(Whispering) 

Run past that rope and cover your 
trunk. 

Elephant runs past the rope with Snake clinging to his leg. 
The rope cuts and the basin of pepper pours down. 

Snake begins to sneeze and his eyes water, making him loosen 
his grasp on Elephant and fall off. 

BACK TO LION AND HIS SQUASHED HENCHMEN 

LION 
Any living one without a broken 
bone? 

HENCHMAN 1 
Me. 

He painfully stands up. 

LION 
Okay. Good. Now follow me. That 
Elephant will get there with me 
dead or alive. 

HENCHMAN 1 
So I can kill him. 

LION 
Without blinking. 

Elephant runs past a path and arrows fly at him. 

TORTOISE 
That is not one of Lion's traps. 

The whole animal kingdom is after them. 

TORTOISE (CONT'D) 
Run faster! 

Elephant runs faster and comes out of the forest. 

The Igwe's palace comes into view. 

EXT. IGWE'S PALACE - NIGHT 
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Tortoise takes his position on Elephant's neck and holds on 
to the rope and tightens it. 

ELEPHANT 
Why are you tightening the rope? 

TORTOISE 
Did you see what we just escaped? 

ELEPHANT 
So? 

TORTOISE 
So I need to hold on really tight. 

Behind Elephant the ANIMAL KINGDOM and Lion and Snake chase 
after them. 

ELEPHANT 
I'm so tired. 

TORTOISE 
We are so close don't fail on me 
now. 

ELEPHANT 
Is the princess really worth it? 

TORTOISE 
I hope so! 

Lion shoots another arrow at Elephant's behind and Elephant 
trumpets and picks up his pace. 

ELEPHANT 
He should really stop doing that! 
It hurts! 

They make it into the Igwe's Palace as he sits and watches 
the spectacle in hidden amusement. 

Elephant and Tortoise get to his front and bow. 

And so do the other animals even a frustrated Lion. 

TORTOISE  
Igwe, I have brought the Elephant. 

IGWE 
I can see. 

ELEPHANT 
And I have come for my chieftaincy. 

IGWE 
Chieftaincy? 



 19 

 

Tortoise quietly crawls off Elephant and ties him to the 
palace pillar. 

IGWE (CONT'D) 
I see the Tortoise is still as 
cunning as ever. 

ELEPHANT 
What do you mean? 

IGWE 
There is no chieftaincy. 

The animals begin to laugh. 

ELEPHANT 
TORTOISE! I WILL KILL YOU. 

IGWE 
Well you can do that but not in my 
palace and not to my future son-in-
law. 

Adaeze comes out of the palace. 

PRINCESS ADAEZE 
Oh! Wow! An actual Elephant! 

She runs and embraces him and takes a long look into his 
tiny eyes. 

TORTOISE 
(bowing) 

My princess that is your bride 
price from me. 

PRINCESS ADAEZE 
Thank you, but I don't like you. 

The animals gasp and laugh at Tortoise. 

IGWE 
But Adaeze you have made a promise. 

PRINCESS ADAEZE 
Yes, but to prove a point. 

The animals roar in anger. 

Igwe raises his staff and they all go silent. 

PRINCESS ADAEZE (CONT'D) 
Animals are equal. Some are born 
leaders, some are born predators 
and others are born prey. But where 
is it said that some are born to 
serve as slaves to others. Look 
around you at yourselves. You were 
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all willing to strip an animal 
bigger than you of his rights just 
for my hand in marriage. As 
flattering as it may sound I am not 
impressed and hence cannot marry 
any of you. Just think what you can 
do to me if I stood in your way. 

LION 
That is no excuse. A promise is 
still a promise. 

Tortoise unties Elephant and walks up to him. Elephant 
raises his leg to stump on him but Tortoise cowers. 

TORTOISE 
(To Elephant) 

She is not worth it. 
(To the king) 

I forfeit the marriage. 

The king is shocked but nods. 

PRINCESS ADAEZE 
What? Nobody has ever forfeited 
marriage with me. 

TORTOISE 
Well sweet cakes you are getting 
old anyways. Oh and Elephant you 
still owe me for forfeiting. And 
now who is laughing? 

(Laughs) 
The animals laugh. 

LION 
You still look beautiful to me. 

PRINCESS ADAEZE 
You are still not my type. 

The princess sights Snake as he begins to sneak out through 
the crowd. 

PRINCESS ADAEZE (CONT'D) 
Has not Snake been banished? 

IGWE 
Yes he has. 

PRINCESS ADAEZE 
Then why is he among the crowd? 

IGWE 
Seize the Snake and hang him! 

Snake begins to run as the guards chase after him with 
daggers, arrows and spears. 
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IGWE (CONT'D) 
Now Adaeze, you have to pick a 
husband today. 

PRINCESS ADAEZE 
Well then I pick.... 

The animals begin to chorus. PICK ME! 

ADAEZE 
(Turns around slowly) 

I pick... Elephant. 

Everyone in the palace gasps. 

ELEPHANT 
ME? 

PRINCESS ADAEZE 
(smiling) 

Yes you! I still want my own 
Elephant. 

Elephant dances in joy. 

ELEPHANT 
(To Tortoise) 

I am laughing. 

Tortoise looks flabbergasted. 

LION 
But Elephants are meant to be 
controlled by the royal family not 
married to them. 

PRINCESS ADAEZE 
History is meant to be changed. 
Right daddy? 

Igwe stays silent. 

PRINCESS ADAEZE (CONT'D) 
If I don't marry Elephant I will 
not marry anybody else. 

IGWE 
The princess has chosen. 

ELEPHANT (V.O) 
And that is how the story changed. 
Instead of Elephant becoming a ride 
to the royal family, he became a 
Prince. 

TORTOISE (V.O) 
That is only because I did not 
insist on traditions. 
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ELEPHANT (V.O) 
Traditions, smaditions. You have a 
soft heart. 

EXT. PALACE PLAY GROUND - NIGHT 

Mix of Humans, Elephants and Tortoises children listening to 
their fathers 

FEMALE BABY ELEPHANT 
One day I want men to fight over me 

MALE BABY TORTOISE 
Yeah. Right. You will become as big 
as your father. 

FAMALE BABY ELEPHANT 
Shut up. 

MALE BABY HUMAN 
Leave my sister alone. 

MALE BABY ELEPHANT 
Don't you think it is weird having 
an Elephant as a sister? 

TORTOISE 
Now children don't become early 
enemies. 

FAMALE BABY ELEPHANT 
Well too late. 

Princess Adaeze walks into the playground smiling. 

PRINCESS ADAEZE 
Food is ready. 

 

 

FADE OUT 

 

 

THE END 


